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Newsletter 

February 2020 

Dear all 

Welcome to the March newsletter.  It’s been an 

eventful start to the year, and we are hoping that 

things will settle down soon.  I do hope this email 

finds you and your loved ones safe and well. 

If you are out and about doing something with people 

with Parkinson’s feel, free to tag us #parkinsonaus. 

We are working on our 2020 campaign.  Thank you to 

all who have donated to help us develop our stories 

and advocacy material.  There is more about that 

below. If you would like to make a donation towards 

to support the campaign, please click here  

 

National Conference 

The National Conference for 2020: PROSPER will bring the Parkinson’s community together to 

discuss and debate health and wellbeing, government programs, and research that directly 

impacts on the lives of people with Parkinson’s. 

Our program focuses on help for today and hope for tomorrow in a fun, supportive atmosphere. 

This conference will encompass a broad range of topics that can assist people with Parkinson ’s 

to improve independence, wellbeing and quality of life. The Conference will provide a mix of 

interactive workshops on topics that will engage people living with PD and their carers such as 

the benefits of improved wellness from nutrition and exercise, financial and legal planning for the 

future and the latest in international and local research. 

https://www.parkinsons.org.au/make-a-donation


 

Parkinson’s Australia — Newsletter  |  March 2020    Page 2 of 4 

 Over the coming months we will announce our conference speakers, panellists and a finalised 

program that will challenge your perspectives, create opportunities to meet people and broaden 

your knowledge on Parkinson's. 

I hope to see you there as we grow our community.  

www.paconference2020.com.au  

Advocacy 

Parkinson’s Australia made a pre-budget submission to the Treasury in December.  We called for 

the Government to support the following initiatives:  

• Invest in research that would support the development of Clinical Guidelines for 

General Practice.  This research would provide the evidence-based framework for 

clinical decision making. 

- Cost: $10 million over the forward estimates period  

• Provide opportunities for care in the Aged Care System:  

- Greater access to home care packages (HCP)  

- Upskilling HCP care providers  

- Greater access to primary care 

• Improve MBS and PBS subsidies to offset the cost of daily mediations and 

consumables.  

- Establish a support scheme for consumables 

- Increase MBS rebates for Deep Brain Stimulation surgery 

- Improve access to Ropinirole and a generic form of Madopar.  

We will also be participating in an NDIS led workshop to highlight access issues for People with 

Parkinson’s (and other movement disorders). 

We will continue to advocate for better services for people with Parkinson’s, with a focus on 

engaging with the aged care sector for 2020.  

Parkinson’s Australia will be presenting at the 2020 Insight into 

Parkinson's conference.  I will be talking about the importance of 

translation of research into Advocacy, how we use research to 

develop a call for action, and the future of research in advocacy. 

 

Funds raised through Insight 2020 will be put towards building a 

Parkinson’s Friendly Australia through our 2020 campaign.  

http://www.paconference2020.com.au
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Advocacy 

The Movement Disorder Nurse Specialist 

(Parkinson’s and other disorders) Pilot Project is 

designed to improve access to specialised 

nursing care in the community for people living 

with neurological conditions, including movement 

disorders such as Parkinson’s disease. This will 

be achieved by providing seed funding to pilot, in 

up to 15 sites, integrated nurse-led models of 

care in the community for this group of patients. 

Pilot locations will focus on attracting specialist 

nurses in a community setting and upskilling 

nurses in primary care (e.g. general practice). 

Rural and remote locations will be included in the 

pilot.  

The Federal Government is contracting Primary 

Health Networks to have one or more pilot sites in 

their region. We should know the outcome of the 

contracts by the end of April.  

Australia Day Honours 

Ms Helen Connor-Kendray, CEO Parkinson's 

Tasmania,  received a well-deserved award in the Order of 

Australia.  

Our thanks go to Steve Sant who organised and wrote the 

application nominating Helen.   

 

 

 

Education 

For General Practitioners, Parkinson’s Australia with the Australian College of Rural and Remote 

Medicine offers an online educational course designed to help GPs address issues of most 

concern when confronted with a patient who may have Parkinson’s. 

Access is free for all ACRRM members and RRMEO subscribers www.rrmeo.com. Other users 

can apply for free access via Parkinson’s Australia at www.rrmeo.com/parkaus 

http://www.rrmeo.com
http://www.rrmeo.com/parkaus


 

Parkinson’s Australia — Newsletter  |  March 2020    Page 4 of 4 

 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact ACRRM at rrmeo@acrrm.org.au 

For other health professionals who care for people diagnosed with both typical and atypical 

Parkinson's there is a postgraduate unit of study which provides students with the opportunity to 

extend their knowledge of this specialty area. 

To download the flyer click here. 

For more information, visit the website here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I continue to meet many wonderful people who are working hard to improve opportunities for, and 

the wellbeing of, people living with Parkinsons.  I am particularly thankful for all the people with 

Parkinson’s, their partners, health professionals and interested researchers who have reached 

out to offer their support for the conference. 

I’d like to welcome Miguel Diaz, the new CEO of Parkinson’s Queensland.  Miguel brings a lot of 

energy and a passion to his work and I’m looking forward to working with him. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Warm regards, 

Jodette Kotz 

CEO  

mailto:rrmeo@acrrm.org.au
https://www.parkinsonswa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Parkinsons_care_C2.pdf
https://www.acn.edu.au/education/single-unit-of-study/parkinsons-care

